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positional data acquired at the same time the
likeness or representation was acquired.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 22, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:13 p.m., February 24, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February 24, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
February 28.

Exchange With Reporters at the
Canadian Parliament in Ottawa
February 24, 1995

Secretary of State Christopher
Q. Mr. President, how did you find Sec-

retary Christopher?
The President. He was doing well this

morning. I had a great talk with him. And
he feels good, and he’s going to go home
with us this afternoon.

Q. Will he be able to get back to work
soon?

The President. I’m encouraged.
Q. Would it affect the Mideast trip at all,

sir?
Q. [Inaudible]—that’s what gave him the

ulcer? [Laughter]
The President. Gee, I hope not. [Laugh-

ter]

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:30 a.m. at the
Parliament. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Jean Chrétien
of Canada in Ottawa
February 24, 1995

Prime Minister Chrétien. Ladies and
gentlemen, this concludes a great meeting
between the President of the United States
and myself, members of his Cabinet, and
members of my Cabinet. As I had the occa-
sion to say many times, the relations between
our two countries is an example to the world.
We have some problems, but we are able
to work on them and find solutions.

I’m delighted, Mr. President, that the Ca-
nadians appreciate very much the relations
between Canada and the United States at
this moment. It was some years ago only 25
percent were happy with the quality of our
relations. Now 53 percent are happy. So it’s
probably more because of you than of me,
but—[laughter]—I just want to say to you
that it’s been, for my wife and I, a great occa-
sion to receive your wife and you. And the
bond between our two nations, I’m sure, are
better because you came here.

[At this point, the Prime Minister spoke in
French, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter.]

It is always for us a great pleasure to wel-
come our neighbors to the south. We share
a continent. We share history. If there have
been difficulties between the United States
and Canada a century and a half ago, today
we are able to sit down together and to find
solutions that bring about a better under-
standing between two neighbors where mu-
tual respect resides and neighbors who un-
derstand that it is in working together that
we can go forward.

[The Prime Minister resumed speaking in
English.]

The last 15 months that I have been the
Prime Minister I have had many occasions
to meet with the President. It’s probably the
ninth time that we are together, and we
speak on the phone. But I can see the influ-
ence that the Americans have on the world
scene at this moment. And it’s extremely im-
portant to keep the leadership in the world.
In my traveling in Latin America, in my trav-
eling in Asia the last few months, I realize
that we’ve made some fantastic progress.

For me to see that all these countries in
Asia want to be part of APEC and now of
a free trade arrangement by the year 2010,
and they want to work in a market economy
and break down barriers and specialize and
take share of the market in the best way, the
way that we have developed in America and
Canada over the last century is fantastic. But
probably, the most significant thing that I’ve
lived was when I was in Latin America and
I saw this democracy, as I said this morning,
getting better now and all these leaders very
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anxious to develop our values in the era of
dictatorships in these areas and talk and be
open about trade, but mostly about democ-
racy and about human rights was a great sat-
isfaction.

And they all were telling me to tell you
that they need America to be involved. And
it’s why I’m happy to say that publicly at this
moment, because, Mr. President, you are re-
spected by the leaders of the world, and they
want the United States of America to remain
the champion of democracy and human
rights and economic and social progress.

Thank you.
The President. This morning the Prime

Minister and I had a fine and wide-ranging
discussion with many members of his Cabi-
net and members of our administration. I
want to begin by thanking again Prime Min-
ister Chrétien and Mrs. Chrétien and all the
Canadian people for making Hillary and me
and all of our group feel so welcome here
in Canada. We have had a wonderful trip.
Everything we’ve done has been immensely
enjoyable and productive. And I’m very
grateful for the chance that we all had to
come here and have this meeting.

I thank the Prime Minister for the state-
ment he made about the role of the United
States in the world. There are many debates
now going on in our country about what we
should be doing. It is clear to me that my
ability as President to work with our people
to open up economic opportunity and to give
all Americans the chance to be rewarded for
their labors and to solve their own problems
and to have a good life for themselves and
their children as we move into this next cen-
tury requires an aggressive leadership on our
part, prudent, to be sure; restrained, to be
sure; but still American leadership involved
in the world and working with real partners
like the Canadians on a whole range of issues.
And I thank him for that.

I’d like to say a special word of apprecia-
tion, too, about the agreement we have just
signed to open the skies between our two
countries. It will strengthen our partnership.
It will create thousands of new jobs and bil-
lions of dollars of economic activity. As I said
this morning, the only losers in this will be
the people who have been piling up frequent
flier miles; they’ll be a little short because

now it will be a lot easier to get back and
forth between Canada and the United States.
Nearly as I can figure, everybody else in-
volved in this agreement comes out way
ahead. And non-stop flights from many major
cities in the United States to places like Mon-
treal and Toronto and Vancouver are now
going to be more available. And I am very
encouraged because today we’ve agreed to
throw out the 30-year old rules that have suf-
focated business and wasted time and money
for millions of travelers.

The travel time on many major routes will
now be cut in half because of this agreement.
Passengers on both sides of the borders can
look towards dramatically expanded services
at more competitive prices. Canadian and
American airlines will now be able to actually
advertise and be telling the truth when they
say, you can get there from here. [Laughter]

Letting market demand, not Government
regulation, determine the number and des-
tination of flights between our two nations
is a big step forward. It’s consistent with what
we’ve being doing in NAFTA, which has led
to a big increase in bilateral trade in just the
last year alone. And I believe it’s consistent
with the larger vision that Prime Minister
Chrétien and I have shared and worked for
with NAFTA, with the GATT agreement,
with the agreement with the Asian-Pacific
nations, with the agreement at the Summit
of the Americas to open those markets.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the Transportation Minister of Canada, Doug
Young, and our Transportation Secretary,
Federico Peña, for what they have done here.

Finally, let me say, Mr. Prime Minister,
I’m looking forward to coming back to Hali-
fax this summer. We have a lot of work to
do to examine the questions that you and I
put forcefully on the table in Italy last year.
Are the institutions which were established
at the end of the Second World War to pro-
mote growth and developing trade, are they
adequate to meet the challenges of this new
age? When so many people in the world are
struggling for democracy and are struggling
to support enterprise, are they going to be
rewarded for those efforts? And if they’re
going to be rewarded for those efforts, what
do we have to do to make sure that the move-
ment to democracy and the movement to en-
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terprise, that that is not derailed with the in-
evitable kinds of crises that will arise from
time to time, such as the recent one in Mex-
ico?

I am confident that we can meet that chal-
lenge, and I’m glad we’re coming back to
Halifax because you’ve been such a leader
in that regard. And I thank you, sir.

Thank you all very much, and we’d be glad
to answer questions. Thank you.

Q. Mr. President, you’ve said some admi-
rable things about Canada, Mr. President.
Can I ask you——

Prime Minister Chrétien. No, no. You
know that family—French and English. So
I will use my privilege to——

[The Prime Minister concluded his remarks
in French, and no translation was provided.
The next question was then asked in French,
and a translation was provided by an inter-
preter.]

Canadian Unity
Q. Mr. Chrétien, I would like to ask you

if you’re satisfied with the winks in favor of
Canadian unity from the President?

Prime Minister Chrétien. Is it to me or
to him?

Q. Both.
Q. First, Mr. Clinton, you said yesterday

that Canada’s future was for Canadians to
decide. After having met with Lucien Bou-
chard, can you tell us if you consider it—
if the Quebeckers were to vote yes in the
upcoming referendum—in favor of pulling
out from Canada, would you consider this
from an American perspective as a minor or
a major disturbance or no disturbance at all?

The President. You already said I winked
yesterday. I was never consciously aware of
having winked at Prime Minister Chrétien.
That will, doubtless, be a story at home.
[Laughter] Look, I came here to celebrate,
not to speculate. I’m celebrating the relation-
ship we now have. I said everything I had
to say yesterday, and I think that most rea-
sonable people reading or hearing my words
knew what I said and process it accordingly.
And I don’t think that I have anything to add
to what I said yesterday about this.

Q. Can you just help us with this interpre-
tation? Since you said so many admirable
things about Canada, can one assume that

you would like to see it stay united, that
would be your preference?

The President. You can assume that I
meant what I said yesterday. [Laughter]

Affirmative Action
Q. Mr. President, is it true that you have

ordered a review of affirmative action pro-
grams? And does it mean that you are back-
ing off from giving a leg up to disadvantaged
from past eras?

The President. No, it’s not true that I’m
backing off—it’s not true that I’m backing
off from giving a leg up. It is true, as I have
said publicly now for some time, that I be-
lieve that we should not permit this affirma-
tive action issue to degenerate into exactly
what is happening—just another political
wedge issue to divide the American people.

I believe that every American would ac-
knowledge that there are affirmative action
programs which have made a great deal of
difference to the lives of Americans who have
been disadvantaged and who in turn have
made our country stronger. The best exam-
ples of all, I believe, are the people who have
served in the United States military, who, be-
cause of the efforts that have been made to
deal with disadvantaged minorities who had
not been given a change to rise as high as
their abilities could take them. In education,
training, leadership, development, the mili-
tary today is a model; it looks like America,
and it works.

I, furthermore, think that it is time to look
at all these programs which have developed
over the last 20 to 25 years and ask ourselves:
Do they work? Are they fair? Do they
achieve the desired objectives? That is very
different from trying to use this issue as a
political wedge one way or the other. I think
it would be a great mistake.

So we have been talking for, oh, months
now with people about this issue, people who
have participated in these programs, people
who are knowledgeable about them, people
who have both philosophical and practical
convictions about them. I think we need to
have a national conversation not only about
affirmative action but about what our obliga-
tions are to make sure every American has
a chance to make it. And I’m going to do
my dead-level best—and some of you may
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try to get in the way of it, but I’m going to
try to stop this from becoming another
cheap, political, emotional wedge issue. This
country—our country has been divided too
often by issues that, substantively, were not
as important as the political benefit that the
dividers got. And that——

Q. You don’t think that we have equality
in our country, do you?

The President. I absolutely do not, and
I think we—we don’t have equality. We may
never have total equality. But we need—and
we don’t have—we don’t even guarantee
equality of results. What we need to guaran-
tee is genuine equality of opportunity. That’s
what the affirmative action concept is de-
signed to do. And I’m convinced that most
Americans want us to continue to do that in
the appropriate way. But we shouldn’t be de-
fending things that we can’t defend. So it’s
time to review it, discuss it, and be straight-
forward about it.

The Prime Minister
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, during the election

you talked about not wanting to go fishing
with the President of the United States in
case you looked like the fish and things like
that. [Laughter] Can I ask you, your relation-
ship has been pretty close during this visit.
Are you referring to the President by his first
name, or is it still Mr. President? How would
you describe your relationship?

Prime Minister Chrétien. You know, he
is Mr. President when there is another per-
son in the room. And when we’re alone, I
don’t call him William J., I call him Bill.
[Laughter]

The President. Thank you.
Q. Mr. President——
The President. I’d be honored to put the

bait on his pole if he wanted to go fishing.
[Laughter]

Balanced Budget Amendment
Q. Mr. President, back home the balanced

budget drive is picking up steam. Two more
Democratic Senators came out in favor of
it. Is this an idea whose time has come, or
are you going to try to stop this or get on
the bandwagon? What’s your position on it
now?

The President. Well, my position on it is
the same thing it was last year. I don’t think
it is a good idea. And I don’t think it’s a good
idea in part because of the judicial review
provisions which means that, basically, we’re
allowing—it’s ironic to me that the Repub-
licans, who have lambasted the Federal
courts and lambasted the courts running our
lives for years, are now willing to let the Fed-
eral budget be determined in Federal court.
I find that astonishing, first of all. Secondly,
we don’t need this balanced budget amend-
ment to reduce the deficit. And what it really
does is give the minority the power to decide
what’s in the budget and maybe to increase
the deficit. Thirdly, the Republicans still
don’t want to give us the right to know. They
dance around Social Security; they dance
around the other details. I think they have
given us a little right to know with the rescis-
sion package they’ve presented, which is ba-
sically making war on the kids of the country.
So I hope that it will be—that the Congress
will not go along.

And I have talked to some Senators; I in-
tend to talk to some more. But this is a deci-
sion most of them will make based on their
own convictions, I think. We do need to keep
bringing this deficit down; I am committed
to doing that. I don’t think this is the right
way to do it. That’s my position.

[The following question was asked and an-
swered in French, and a translation was pro-
vided by an interpreter.]

Q. Prime Minister, are you sensitive to
President Clinton’s budgetary intent, that is,
to give the middle class a break? I’d also like
to hear the President. Has he tried to con-
vince you that a fiscal break for the middle
class of Canada is a good thing?

Prime Minister Chrétien. Obviously, ev-
eryone wants a taxation system that is bene-
ficial to the middle class. But we haven’t real-
ly discussed this problem between us. We
had other questions to deal with, the Presi-
dent and I. So we did not deal with our re-
spective budgets. But both of us, no doubt,
want to provide very good administration to
our respective countries and balance the
books at some point.
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Middle Class
Q. Yesterday, a number of House sub-

committees proposed cuts in housing and
rental assistance and EPA water projects and
your own national service program. With all
of this coming at once, what’s your strategy
to oppose these cuts? And isn’t there some-
thing to what was said by one of the local
newspapers, that, in a way, because of what’s
going on in Congress, you come here almost
more as a titular head of government than
as a real chief of state?

The President. Well, near as I can tell,
ma’am, we’ve been here 50 days under this
new regime, and they’ve only sent me one
bill and I was proud to sign it. I mean, con-
gressional committees can vote whatever
they want; the House can pass whatever it
wants. Unless I missed my guess, a bill
doesn’t become law unless I sign it or it
passes over my veto. [Laughter] Now, last
time I checked the Constitution, that was the
rule.

What they’re doing is showing what I tried
to tell the American people last October and
in September. What they should—look at
their rescission package. What they want to
do is to make war on the kids of this country
to pay for a capital gains tax cut. That’s what’s
going on. And the people will figure that out,
and I think the Senate will figure it out. And
I still believe we can make some real progress
here. And meanwhile, I’m going to pursue
my agenda and get done as much as I can.

I still believe we can make some real
progress. But I do not think the American
people expect nor support these radical right-
wing measures that are coming out of these
House committees. And we’ll just see wheth-
er they do or not. We’ve got a constitutional
system, and we’ve got a chance to see it work.
I hope they can send me some more bills
that is good conscience I can sign. I’m still
waiting for the unfunded mandates, the line-
item veto, all these things that will help us
control unnecessary spending. But their defi-
nition of unnecessary spending apparently is
the Women Infant and Children program
and Head Start and all these programs. I dis-
agree with that, but we knew that to start
with.

We’ve got to go through the Senate and
go through conference. So I don’t consider

myself a titular head of state, and until there
is some evidence to the contrary, you
shouldn’t either. [Laughter]

Value of the American Dollar
Q. Thank you, Prime Minister. President

Clinton, in terms of North American free
trade and, as usual on visits like this, a lot
was said about trade. Are you concerned
about the value of the Canadian dollar being
about 71 cents, the decline of the peso—who
knows what it is today, and at what point
does your administration lose patience with
this and at what point do you have concerns
that your many friends in Congress will say,
we’re at the losing end of this because of
the value of the dollar?

The President. You mean because when
the value of your currency goes down it
changes the trade relationship? Well, the
truth is that all of us have not something less
than 100 percent control over the value of
our currency. And the Prime Minister and
I are dealing in part with the accumulated
problems that we found when we took office.
That is, I was stunned last year when the
value of the American dollar went down.
When we were having 4 percent growth, the
best economic year in 10 years, we had the
lowest combined inflation and unemploy-
ment rate in almost 30 years, the value of
the dollar is dropping. Why? Because we had
to borrow a lot of money to finance the accu-
mulated debt of the years before I took of-
fice.

So these are problems that we have to
work through. But I am not concerned about
it. I did what I thought was right in Mexico.
I knew it wasn’t popular, but I thought it
was right because I think, long term, Mexi-
co’s on the right path. They are committed
to democracy and enterprise. And I don’t see
how anybody could look at Canada today and
believe that it was not—that this country is
not a country of massive potential, moving
in the right direction, one of the most suc-
cessful countries in the world by any meas-
ure.

And you’re going to have these fluctuations
in the currency. They’re going to happen,
and often they’re happening because of mar-
ket forces that were rooted in developments
before we showed up. So I’m not impatient.
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We’re just going to work together and work
through these things and make the best of
the situation and seize the opportunities that
are out there.

House Speaker Newt Gingrich
Q. Speaker Gingrich gave a speech in

Washington this morning. He said on ethics,
he’s a victim of a systematic smear campaign.
He said Democrats are the guys who smear
mud. Republicans are the guys who pass leg-
islation. [Laughter] Your reaction, please.

The President. I think the laughs in the
audience are a better reaction than anything
I can say about that. I don’t have any com-
ment about that. We had—the record was
largely lost, I think, on the public, but the
fact is that in the previous 2 years, more con-
structive bills were passed in more areas to
get more done than in any time in the pre-
vious 30 years.

After 2 years of talking about what wasn’t
happening, I noticed in one of the news mag-
azines a tiny chart after the elections were
over that said, ‘‘Oh, by the way, we neglected
to say this before, but this was the third Con-
gress since World War II that passed more
than 80 percent of a President’s proposals
in both years.’’ So I think our record for pass-
ing laws is pretty good.

And secondly—I mean, on the other deal,
I hardly know what to say. I think that it
would be better, since I hope we can work
together to pass some laws that are good for
the American people, it would be better if
I didn’t say too much about that.

Canadian Unity
Q. Prime Minister, could you tell us,

please, if you think that anything that Presi-
dent Clinton has said during this trip has
helped your cause of promoting national
unity in Canada? And if I might also ask the
President, when Lucien Bouchard said that
he wanted to meet with you, he said that
one of the things he hoped to achieve was
to let you meet a separatist in flesh and
blood. So what were your impressions of him,
and do you feel he was a good ambassador
of separatism?

Prime Minister Chrétien. I will reply
first. You know, the President has stated the
obvious, that Canada is a great example to

the world. So there it is—it was a statement
of fact. And I was very disappointed when
you talk about the values of moderation and
sharing and compassion and the ability to live
together with our differences, that it could
not be applied to the Bloc Quebecois be-
cause I know that the Quebeckers share
these values and they want—that it’s very
dear to them. That is my comment about
what the President said. I was not present
at the meeting between Mr. Bouchard and
the President—that was another Chrétien
there. [Laughter]

The President. My answer to you, sir, is
that, as you know, I’m sure, whenever I go
abroad as President, I meet with opposition
leaders. I do that quite frequently in demo-
cratic parliamentary countries. I have very
often done that.

I met with Mr. Bouchard because he was
the leader of the opposition. He happens to
be a separatist, and he stated his case clearly
and articulately. I think the people who agree
with him would have been pleased with the
clarity with which he expressed his position.

Funding for Social Programs
Q. Some of the Republicans on Capitol

Hill who are involved in legislation about
which you spoke say that, contrary to being
cut, the child nutrition programs, about
which you and members of your administra-
tion have spoken so strongly in recent days,
that funding for those programs will actually
be increased, though not at as great a rate
as had previously been anticipated. In light
of that, sir, I wonder if you might think that
‘‘war on children,’’ and some of the other
phrases have been perhaps a bit extreme?

The President. Well, it’s my understand-
ing, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News], that they
wanted to block-grant the school lunch pro-
gram and, therefore, flat-fund it for 5 years.
If that’s not what they want to do then I’ll—
then I need to know what the facts are. My
understanding is that they wanted to flat fund
it. And my understanding is that in their re-
scission package, they have proposed to re-
duce funding already approved for WIC.
They proposed, it’s my understanding, to
eliminate the summer jobs for children,
which will make our streets a little steamier
in the summer for the next 2 years, and to
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do a number of other things that are cuts
from the budget that is already approved. If
I’m wrong about that, then I’m wrong. But
I don’t believe I am wrong; I believe that’s
what they want to do.

Prime Minister Chrétien. Merci
beaucoup. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 86th news conference
began at 12 p.m. in the Reading Room at the
Parliament.

Executive Order 12952—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
12950
February 24, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
amend Executive Order No. 12950, it is
hereby ordered that the list of Labor Organi-
zations attached to and made a part of such
order is amended to include the following:

International Brotherhood of Firemen &
Oilers

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 24, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:56 a.m., February 27, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on February 28.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 18
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton went to Camp David, MD.

February 19
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Arlington, VA. They re-
turned to Camp David, MD, in the after-
noon.

February 20
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC, and later attended the
Georgetown-Villanova basketball game at the
USAir Arena in Landover, MD.

February 21
The White House announced that the

President named William E. Curry, Jr., as
Counselor to the President.

February 23
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Ottawa, Canada.
In the late afternoon, the President had

meetings with Preston Manning, leader of
the Reform Party, and Lucien Bouchard,
leader of Bloc Quebecois, at the U.S. Ambas-
sador’s residence.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton went to the Museum of Civilizatione
where they were given a tour of the History
Hall.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Ken Grotewiel as Presiding Officer
and Commissioner and Max Holloway as Al-
ternate Commissioner of the Kansas-Okla-
homa Arkansas River Compact Commission.

February 24
In the morning, the President attended a

breakfast with U.S.-Canada business leaders
at the National Gallery of Canada. Following
the breakfast, he went to Parliament where
he met with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien.

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary
Clinton attended a lunch at the Canal Ritz.
Following the lunch, they returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edmundo A. Gonzales as Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John D. Kemp to the National
Council on Disability.

The President announced his appointment
of former Senator Dennis DeConcini to the
board of directors of the Federal Home
Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac.)
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